
A SUMMARY OF THE INTESTACY PROVISIONS IN ENGLAND & WALES (2019) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

START HERE 

Are you married or a 

registered civil partner? 

Has your spouse survived 

you by 28 days? 

Have any of your 

children or their issue 

survived you? 

Has any parent survived 

you? 

Have any of your siblings 

(or their issue) survived 

you? 

Has any grandparent 

survived you? 

Has any aunt or uncle or 

their issue survived you? 

EVERYTHING GOES TO 

THE CROWN 

SHARED EQUALLLY 

BETWEEN THEN OR 

THEIR ISSUE 

SHARED EQUALLLY 

BETWEEN THEM 

SHARED EQUALLLY 

BETWEEN THEM OR 

THEIR ISSUE 

SHARED EQUALLLY 

BETWEEN THEM 

SHARED EQUALLLY 

BETWEEN THEM OR 

THEIR ISSUE 

EVERYTHING GOES TO 

SPOUSE 
Is your estate worth 

more than £270,000? 

SPOUSE RECEIVES 

PERSONAL CHATTLES, 

FIRST £270,000 AND 

HALF THE BALANCE OF 

THE ESTATE 

ABSOLUTELY. CHILDREN 

OR THEIR ISSUE RECEIVE 

THE REMAINDER ON 

ATTAINING AGE 18 

Have any of your 

children or their issue 

survived you? 

EVERYTHING GOES TO 

SPOUSE 

NOTES 

1. Your spouse will benefit only if he or she survives you by 28 days. If your 

spouse does not survive for this period, your estate will be dealt with as if 

you had not been married or in a registered civil partnership. 

2. ‘Issue’ means children (including illegitimate and adopted children but 

not step-children), grandchildren and great-grandchildren etc. Issue will 

benefit only if their parent has pre-deceased you. 

3. If no aunt or uncle (or their issue) survive you but half-brothers or half-

sister or your parents (or the issue of any such half-uncle or half-aunt) 

survive you, they will inherit your estate. 

4. ‘Spouse’ also includes any person who is registered as a civil partner, as 

defined in the Civil Partnership Act 2004. 

5. If no brothers or sisters (or their issue) survive you but half-brothers or 

half-sisters (or their issue) survive you, they will inherit your estate. 
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